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On the cover

Quadra Island Builders Ltd

630 Noble Rd

Store Hours 
Mon-Sat 8:00 - 5:00 • Sun 10:00 - 4:00

Phone: 285-3221
Fax: 285-3701

We offer the convenience of..
CATALOGUE
  SHOPPING

Pickup your FREE copy of our LATEST CATALOGUE

The Nights are Getting COLDER, 
We've got what you need to keep WARM !

The school bus stops once more!
Photo: Philip Stone

FULLY INSURED ∞ FREE ESTIMATES

BOX 336, HERIOT BAY, B.C. VOP 1H0

(250) 285-3608

A Cup of Coffee Can 
Make a Difference!
October 2nd Banners Restaurant located 

at the Tyee Plaza will be donating all coffee 
proceeds to NISHS which operates the 
Women’s Sexual Assault Centre. Your 
donations will assist us to make a difference 
in the lives of those that come to us for help. 
Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful 
committed citizens can make a difference. 
Thank you for your continued support.

Sea Cadet Thanks
A big thankyou to Quadra Foods, 

Heriot Bay Store, Quadra Legion and 
island residents of course, for supporting 
your local Navy League Sea Cadets on their 
recent Tag Days.  For a first time out here, 
they clearly raised allmost one third of the 
total amount for the Campbell River area!  
This program is fairly intense, but very 
challenging for youth 12-18 yrs. There is 
no cost to join, and so the money raised 
is well spent.  Along with the uniform and 
ceremonial drills,  they offer plenty of sailing 
(big ships) with boatwise, first aid, camping 
(all over Canada) and wilderness survival.  
Emphasizing leader and citizenship skills, 
cadets may also benefit from scholarship 
funds and travel.  We are hoping to expand 
the Quadra membership, for more info 
please call A.C. Roberts E.  285-2215  
......Thanx Again!

Children’s Centre News
Quadra Children’s Centre is pleased to 

announce that in its continuing efforts to 
provide the best childcare on Quadra, while 
keeping rates affordable, that effective October 
1st a new fee schedule will be in place.

As of the first of October the new, cheaper 
rates will be $3 an hour with a minimum 
placement of 3 hours up to a maximum 
of $25 9 hours or more. Children’s Centre 
Administrative Director Dee Conley says “the 
Centre is continuing a process of refining our 
programs and administration. The new fees 
fine tune our rates and keep us competitive 
with other local childcare facilities.”

The Children’s Centre is also looking 
for a new board member to fill a vacant 
seat. Anyone interested in helping with the 
running of the Centre on the board can call 
Dee Conley at the Centre 285-3511 or board 
president Philip Stone at 285-2234 or simply 
approach another staff or board member.

Keep it Short
Fall is here and the longer nights mean more 

time to write about all the wonderful events 
happening on our islands. If you plan writing 
something for the Discovery Islander please 
keep it brief. There’s only so much room and 
often it can all be said in half as many words and 
if you send to much we’ll have to cut you of

SAVE costly drain field 
repairs by having your 
septic tank pumped out 
before trouble attacks!

Call Mel Doak

Have you thought about your septic 
tank in the last 3 or 4 years?
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throughout the Discovery Islands by:
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Tel.: 250 285-2234  Fax: 250 285-2236

Office hours Mon -Fri 9 am- 5 pm 

email: news@discoveryislands.ca 
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Staff Reporter: Tanya Storr
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Printing: Castle Printing 285-COPY
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All Rights Reserved

Opinions expressed in this  magazine 
are those of the contributors and do not 
represent the views of the publishers.

Agreement # 1408585

Submission Guidelines
Items for publication are welcomed on subjects 
of interest to the Discovery Islands community. 
Please help us by following these guidelines:

• Handwritten material must be printed clearly.

• Items prepared on a computer should be sent by 
email or saved on disk in Word or rtf to avoid us 
having to retype. Please NO BLOCK CAPITALS. No 
lines between paragraphs & please spell check in 
Canadian English, 350 words maximum for unsolicited 
material. No MS Publisher files or graphics in Word 
files. Send graphics separately.

• Please use the title of the item as email subject & send 
multiple items by email in separate messages.

• Please don’t send original irreplaceable material 
make a trip to a copier first!!

•  Please remember to caption & credit photos and 
artwork. Don’t write on the back of photographic 
prints, use PostIts or other labels.

• Artwork & photos sent by fax cannot be published.

While every effort is made to include all items 
submitted, errors and accidental omissions do 
occur and the Discovery Islander should be only 
one part of your publicity efforts.

Discovery

Community News and events from Quadra, Cortes and the Outer Islands

Subscriptions available
$29.00* for 6 months 
$49.00* for 12 months (* plus GST)

Call 250 285-2234 for details

Next Deadline: 7pm Monday, October 7th
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Island CalendarIsland Calendar
• Every Monday- Positive Living Support Group 7:30 pm 285-3224

•Every Wednesday- Jam with Moe,  Landing Pub

•Every Friday Night – Ron Hadley Jazz Pianist TsaKwaLuten Lodge
6 to 9 pm 

•1st Friday of every month-Open stage @ Yak Shak Coffee House 
7:30-10 pm

September 27th, Friday
-Friday Flicks - Together               Community Centre
7:30 pm 

September 28, Saturday
-Children’s Centre Goods-Services Auction Community Centre
Doors Open at 5:30 pm

-Comedy Night with Chris Molineux  TsaKwaLuten Lodge
Dinner at 7:00 pm ~ $ 28.95 ~ Show at 8:00 pm $8.00 show only

September 29, Sunday
-Quadrathon Multi Sport Race  Community Centre
starts 9:30 am sharp!
-Marc Atkinson Trio   Community Centre
7:00pm

Sept. 30, Monday
-Women’s Action Network, Amnesty International   call 285-2272
7pm

October 4, Friday
-Mitlenatch Field Naturalist Society  Community Centre
8:00pm

October 8, Tuesday
-Quadra Island Quilters   Community Centre
9:30 am-2:00pm

October 9 , Wednesday
-Joy Inglis talks on “Shaminism”                     Inner Garden
7:30 p.m.

October 10, Thursday
-Dr. W.C. Tan: Organic farms, gardening Community Centre
7.30 to 9.30

October 11th, Friday
-Friday Flicks - Soft Shell Man  Community Centre
7:30 pm 

October 13, Sun.
-Figuren Theatre (Puppet Theatre)  Community Centre
7:00pm

Island Calendar is a list of on island events. Please submit seperately for 
the Island Calendar and News & Events or indicate in your submission 
if you would like your event placed in both. Following the text order 
exactly as above for email submissions is appreciated (month, date, 
day, title, place and time), use the title as your email subject. Thank you.

Quadra 
Sailblazers 

The Sailblazers dinghies will 
be available on Sundays at the 
Spit in the summer. Anyone 
interested in having the use of 
them can call Frank Wallace at 
285-2297. 
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TUTORING AND
EDITING SERVICE

Essay/Exam Help

Document Editing

Tanya Storr, BA English
tstorr@connected.bc.ca

*reasonable rates*
CALL 285-3937

Juggleclub 
Every Tuesday -  Juggleclub 

all welcome Community Center  
4:00-6:00pm. Oct. thru June.

Goods & 
Services 
Auction 

The Quadra Children’s 
Centre (a.k.a. Quadra Daycare) 
bi-annual Goods and Services 
auction is returning to Quadra 
Community Centre Saturday 
September 28th. Every two 
years The Children’s Centre 
gathers donations of goods 
and services  kindly donated 
for auction by local businesses 
and private citizens. 

Highlights of this years 
auction will include a Kid’s Raffle 
Auction, a Chinese Auction, 
Silent Auction, a Raffle Auction 
and of course the main event the 
Goods & Services Auction.

Some of the great items up 
for grabs include: carpentry, 
plumbing services, body 
work sessions, antique oak 
table & chairs, tree service, 
accommodation at local resorts, 
excavating, computer tutoring 
and so mush more.

Join us on Septmber 28th, 
doors open at 5:30 pm and the 
Goods & Services auction begins 
at 9:00 pm, see you there!

Quadra School 
of Philosophy
The Quadra School of 

Philosophy is now starting the 
fall educational program. 

The Fall, 2002 lecture 
series begins with Joy Inglis  
speaking on “Shamanism: A 
Native Spiritual Tradition” on 
Wednesday, October 9 at 7:30 
at the Inner Garden (across the 
street from the library)

Joy Inglis has had a life-
long interest in Anthropology, 
particularly focused on the 
Native Peoples of the North 
West Coast. Intrigued by 
the teachings and practice 
of Shaminism, Joy is keenly 
interested in how Shaminism 
arises within a culture and how 
Native Spirituality contributes to 
the development of culture. 

For those interested in a 
deeper study of philosophy, 
Steve Moore is offering a four 
week course on Buddhism. 
Tuesday nights at 7:30 p.m. 
October 22 to November 
12. Room #2 at the Quardra 
Community Center. All lectures 
and courses are free, a donation 
for room rental is appreciated. 
For further information or to 
register call Steve at 285-3323.
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An Island Love Story
The sun shines low over the Denman 

Island ferry weighted at one end with cars 
after a summer of overloads.  Heads looking 
towards the haze of teal blue mountains and 
the emerging colours of the expected season 
suddenly crank back one by one to the 
direction from which they had just come.

There on the collapsed loading ramp, up 
to his knees in water, is a man fully clothed 
and completely drenched.  He looks into 
the opaque water with panic in his eyes.  
Beside him a logging truck loaded to 
capacity with island timbers balances, the 
cab submerged.

He curses as his profession entitles him to 
and strips down, standing in white boxers, 
his life preserver belly bared before diving, 
deep.

The ferry lingers by the dock as crew 
members too wait to see the outcome of 
this drama.  A few foot passengers waiting 
to embark look on uncertainly.  We are all 
silent as the ferry engines drone.

The man resurfaces, flicking wet hair 
and spluttering more obscenities he drags 
himself back onto the broken dock and 
splashes around in frantic indecision making 
another half hearted leap into the green.  
Shoulders hung, a few more words spewed 
he leans breathless on the dock, hands on 
hips taking in the moment. 

Then, just as he turns to face the future, 
his audience still attentive to his every move, 
a white canine head breaks the surface of the 
water, the man wheels around and though he 
does not smile, the crowd cheers.

Postcard Story 
Winners

Quadra Arts Alliance is excited to 
announce the winners from the Postcard 
story contest.  1st,  “An Island Love Story” 
by Michelle Buchanan; 2nd, “Thoughts 
in the Woodlot” by Ruth Powell; 3rd, A 
Poem to City Friends by Steve Moore; 
Honourable mention, “In February” by 
Adrian McKerracher, “Cliff Peak” by Iris 
Stiegman,  “Hello 911?” by Gloria Smith.  
Thank you to everyone who entered and 
thanks to the judges Jocelyn Reekie, Annette 
Yourk and Tanya Storr.

A Poem to City Friends

Living on islands remote
Two ferry boats away
from the mainland
I send to you
all the poetry the ego wrote
& vast visions beyond the distant
horizon of the five senses…..
My eyes beginning to see
My ears beginning to hear
Feeling the hard wooden planks
of my man-made coffin disappear
Wondering what living is like
without any demands, without fear
Wondering if you’ll come see me
across the waters turbulent and deep

Come my mainlander, cross over to my 
island side
Let’s climb mountains
& walk ever wet green rain forest paths
& talk until the cider trees silence us

Come cross over to the other shore
& take a look
at what’s left behind…..

Come on over to the other side
& take a good look
at what’s left behind…..

Positive Living 
Support Group

 Mondays, 7:30 PM. The only thing stopping 
us from ‘doing’ is ourselves.  This group 
is a supportive way of finding the change 
we want in our life and making it happen.  
Getting conscious about the choices we 
make is an important step in unleashing old 
beliefs and patterns that no longer serve us.  
This group is on-going and if there is another 
time that would serve you better, please call 
and we could arrange a second group.  This 
group is based on the principles of Religious 
Science and the five step Affirmative Prayer 
Treatments of Science of Mind.

COST: A $5.00 donation each week. (No one 
is ever turned away due to lack of funds.)

Contact: Jill Brocklehurst, Licensed 
Practitioner of Religious Science, for more 
information 285-3224

Thoughts in the 
Woodlot

I retreat
from the hushed shimmer
of summer heat
into the hemlocks.
Punk-haired woodpeckers
sound intruder alerts, 
shattering the silence
with maniacal laughter.

I push
through salal bush
and moss-draped stumps,
old hand-sawn marks
still plain to see.
A twig snaps-
a deer, perhaps?
Only whispering ferns 
tell of its passing.

I think
of early Lekwiltok
who surely
would have hunted here.
They must
have been confused,
as would their prey,
when trees were razed
in days,
obliterating forest trails.

I stack 
a Douglas fir
on every stump,
(in my mind’s eye,)
and then
for one brief moment
see with awe
what Emily Carr had seen-
primeval, green,
a towering kingdom 
of mighty giants,
their heads and shoulders
damp with sea’s
moist breath.

I wonder
if perhaps
a century hence
these puny trees,
now dense,
may once again compel
an awestruck painter
to recapture them
upon the canvas of her heart 
for our enraptured heirs.

Phone 285-COPY

Business Cards • Letterhead 
Envelopes • Continuous Forms
Cheques • Invoices • Brochures

Fax 285-2163
E-mail

castle@island.net
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ENERT Computer Services
Quality Computers & Upgrades

In-home Service, Tutorials
Printers, Printer Cartridges

Software &
Internet Hookup

WORKSHOPS
"Basic Windows"

"Using the Internet"
"More Windows"
"Quickbooks"

-or workshops developed
for your needs. Call: 285-2431

mattmart@connected.bc.ca

The Martinellis
655 Cape Mudge Rd

First Flick Of Fall!!
TOGETHER 

(Sweden 2000)

September 27th - rated “R” Doors 7:
30 - Showtime 7:45, $4.50 adults - $3.50 
students/seniors

 After seeing Lukas Moodysson’s 
1 9 9 7  p re m i e r  f e a t u re  ã S h o w  M e 
Love” Ingmar Bergman said, “We are 
witnessing the bir th of  a  master.” 
Moodysson’s new movie, “Together” 
i s  e v e n  m o re  b e a u t i f u l l y  m a d e , 
suggesting that Bergman’s original 
i n s t i n c t s  a b o u t  h i m  w e re  o n  t h e 
money. 

“Together” takes place in a commune 
in the heart of Stockholm, founded 
much earlier but stil l  going strong 
in 1975, long after America’s youth 
culture have abandoned communal 
and anti-materialistic notions favor 
of  d iscos  and TV s i tcoms.  There , 
a  g ro u p  o f  d i v e r s e  a n d  o f f b e a t 
characters tr y to l ive by the rule 
that there are no rules, but all this 
freedom is creating tension. Goran, 
the non-assertive leader,  asserts he 
doesn’t mind if his girlfriend, Lena, 
sleeps with someone else. Meanwhile, 
her promiscuity is tearing him apart 
inside.  While  homegrown veggies, 
open relationships and anti-bourgeois 
ideals prevail, the central question 
re m a i n s :  W h o  i s  g o i n g  t o  d o  t h e 
chores? Responsibility is not high on 
anyone’s list of priorities.

We come to know every one of the 
commune members - who they are, 
why they’re there and whether their 
needs are being met. Moodyssonâs 
t o u c h  a s  a  f i l m m a k e r  h a s  ‘ t h e 
roughness of a mother cat’s tongue, 
tender  and asser t ive  at  the  same 
time’. The foibles of each character 
make up the most  v iv id colors  in 
h i s  pa le t te  and  he  doesn ’ t  a l low 
superiority or smugness to muddy 
them. By the end of the movie, you 
feel you’ve moved in.

Quadra Quilters
Quadra Island Quilters held their meeting 

Sept 10. Membership has grown to 50 with the 
addition of 4 new people. Members filled out 
questionnaires on what workshops we would 
like to have here on Quadra. also several ideas 
for afternoon workshops were discussed. 

Ellen is organizing 3 workshops one this 
fall & two in the Winter-Spring 2003. Mary 
Bennett was thanked for making labels for 
the Charity Quilts. Karla will be changing the 
display quilts in the Credit Union Sept 30th. 
And if any members are going to Vancouver 
please take the Charity Quilts to the Children’s 
Hospital. 

Dates To Remember. Campbell River 
Friendship Quilters are having a quilt show 
Oct. 4, 5, 6 and a Quilt Walk through Campbell 
River Sept. 18 to Oct. 7. A map of businesses 
displaying the quilts is available. School house 
Quilters of Comox are having a quilt show Oct 
18, 19, 20 @ Filberg Centre. For those going to 
Powelll River, Hands Across the Water, Oct. 
26- Contact Marge Luce-Haddon or Kathy 
Young.as soon as possible and remember to 
bring your finished Rainbow fish block and a 
Fat Quarter for Powell River. 

Quadra Island Afternoon Program: Oct. 8-
/02 Sewing Machine Maintenance With Kevin 
Potter from Huckleberry’s Fabric. Please bring 
your sewing machine, tool kit, soft lens cloth-
for glasses, good oil-such as lucite 10, a rag, 
can of compressed air, small screwdriver, 2 
different colors of thread-same type. Also at 
next meeting bring.- if you are planning to 
take Stained Glass Workshop- Tues. Nov.3 
with instructor Shirley Duncan, you need to 
prepay $20. and a supply list will be given at 
the October meeting. 

Everyone is invited to our Quilt-a-thon  
Saturday Nov. 23, 9am - 9pm, & Sunday Nov. 
24th, 9am.-5pm so keep these dates in mind. 
I will have more information on our Quilt-a-
thon next month. 

Hawaiian block was Won by Carol 
Sutherland-Scott. If you are looking to do some 
fun creative things over the winter months 
and would like more information about 
Quadra Quilters please call Yvette 285-3060 
or Karla 285-2393

  Back In Black
Hello! It’s hockey season again and with that a 

few more humble recitals from the fan featuring 
our own local homegrown boys, Quadra’s 
Oldgrowth hockey team. 

That’s right, the boys in black are back for what 
looks to be another exciting season of non-stop 
action. The guys are so fired up about this year 
that I have heard rumblings of some sort of pre-
game dressing room callisthenics. I myself have 
witnessed this phenomenon, watching extensive 
on-ice stretching. Go get them boys!

The team is basically unchanged, losing only 
Mike Arseneau. Paul Renda has been brought 
up for full time duties this year and yes even 
Willy has managed to heal enough to start the 
season full blast. There are a few guys starting up 
a little later due mostly to work. A full contingent 
is expected for the play-off weekend coming up 
on the Oct 19th/20th weekend. Maybe I’ll see 
some of you there! Anyway, on with the games.

   To date there has been 3 games played, none 
of which were more interesting than last night’s 
game. Having lost one to Island Fever and tying 
the other with Safety Net our Oldgrowth were 
looking for a first win. Sunday Sept.22

First Period Highlights: Up against the Elks, 
our boys came out fast, playing intense hockey. 
Some early scrambles in front of the net could 
of meant trouble if it wasn’t for stand up goal 
tending by Andre. After eight minutes of back and 
forth play Rosco flips one past the goalie lighting 
up our scoreboard, assists coming from Roland 
and Ian. That’s when the penalties started. The 
reffing last night definitely began to smell of the 
big leagues. The Oldgrowth watched as not one 
but two of their more evenly tempered players 
acquired 3 penalties each (most of which were 
unfairly called) ending their game abruptly. The 
Oldgrowth Goon Squad? The Elks tied it up with 
7 minutes to go and added one more before the 
end of the period.

Second Period Highlights: Our boys are 
still pumped, in the game and hungry for a 
win but even with leg burning back checking 
by our awesome defence and heart stopping 
break away attempts by Rosco and another 
by Roland, the Elks had the refs on their side 
this night. Never mind Willy who was kept busy 
trying to deak around two checks all night. At 
the 10 minute mark Ian adds a goal with Willy 
and Claude assisting. We had the final goal 
as well as Willy pops one past the Elks goalie 
assisted by Roland and Oz. However, the final 
score, 2/7. Nasty!

We’ll be looking for that allusive win next game 
eh boys? Let’s see some of you fans from last year 
come on back. Cheer the old boys on! I know one 
thing is new this year; I’m not the lone season ticket 
holder I was last year. That’s right, the Oldgrowth 
franchise has two front row fans so, welcome 
Teresa, and see you next week. Till then, cheers!

The Fan.
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Quadrathon 2002
The 2002 Quadrathon takes place on 

Saturday, September 28, 2002. The main 
event starts at 9:30 am at Blenkin Park.

For Q4 Information:  Jack Mar 285-3627 
(Email - bicycle@oberon.ark.com) or Chief 
Registar - Heather Van der Est  285 - 3509 
(Email - hvander@oberon.ark.com)

We buy logs or standing timber
On-site custom milling

Kiln dried interior panelling & flooring

HUMMINGBIRD
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Bettina Sluzki Lewis
Art Show

A show and sale of art by celebrated artist 
Bettina Sluzki Lewis will take place at April 
Point Lodge, Quadra Island on September 
29 from 1 to 4. Bettina is well known in 
this area, having lived on Quadra Island 
and Courtenay, and taught and shown her 
work widely in this region. Bettina required 
a major operation earlier this year and is 
facing a long recovery period. Funds raised 
by the sale of her drawings and paintings 
(which she had very generously donated to 
the community of Quadra Island} will assist 
her during this time. Any reasonable offer for 
the work of your choice will be accepted. 

Bettina works with the images of the 
subconscious, often human figure forms. 
These are luminous, mysterious, enchanting. 
About her approach, she comments “I never 
have a preconceived idea of what I am going 
to paint except that I choose to portray the 
human figure as my subject. At the beginning 
I interact with the colours and shapes I 
loosely paint on the canvas. Then I follow 
selectively to where they are pointing. They 
dictate the content.” 

Bettina has studied painting in Italy and 
New York and is a graduate with honours 
from Emily Carr School of Art in Vancouver. 
She has written and taught many classes on 
the delight of painting. Her works are shown 
in Canada, USA and Europe. 

April Point Resort and Marina is hosting 
the occasion on September 29, and 
providing light refreshment. Wine will be 
available. A convenient water taxi leaves 
Painter’s Lodge every half hour. Flowers 
provided by Quadra Island’s “Sprigs in 
Bloom”, matting of important pieces by 
“Impressions”, Campbell River; and offers 
of assistance in setup of the galleries for this 
occasion, by all parties. 

Bettina’s students and friends, Judy 
Campbell (285-3359), Diane Kogel (285-3990) 
and Joy Inglis (285-3193) are in charge of 
arrangements. 

Those attending what is hoped will be 
a celebratory event, might like to take 
advantage of the day at April Point by 
lunching from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. before 
attending the show, or taking the free water 
taxi  across to Painter’s Lodge for lunch or 
a late afternoon bar. 

There will be an assortment of Bettina’s 
work for sale; brush drawings on paper, 
elusive figure drawings, non-objective 
colourful swirls and washes, and most 
important, the numinous heads envisioned 
by the artist, for which she is best known.

Quadra Rec Update   
 The Quadra Recreation Society Fall 

program of activities is well underway at the 
Community Centre and in the school gym. 
If you have lost your recreation brochure, 
come by the Centre and pick up another or 
turn to our web site at www.quadrarec.bc.ca 
and check out activities, dates and times.

    Litter Pick up and Awareness week is 
October 7--14. This is time for neighbours 
to get together and tackle the road side 
litter in your ‘hood’. We have free garbage 
bags donated from Pitch-in Canada at the 
QCC. Come by and get’em while they last! 
Long stretches of road past large vacant 
properties need special attention from 
dedicated volunteers.

       Halloween Fun Night is sneaking up and 
donations for fireworks are needed. If you 
love this event, please donate to Q. Rec. Soc. 
at Box 10 Q.C. Appreciations go to  Debbie 
Manery who will be phoning businesses and 
collecting as well. Is there a group out there 
who wants to create the haunted house this 
year? The homeschoolers did a great job of 
it last year...who is game this year?

        Do you have a special birthday party 
coming up? The Community Centre is a great 
venue for  kids parties. Lots of participants, 
lots of space, easier to clean up than your 
home, check it out for $10 an hour!

    Phone Q.C.C. at 285 3243, 8am-2pm 
Mon-Fri and talk to Sandy about any of the 
above or more...

 

Sandblasting & 
Painting

From Monday, Sept. 30 to Saturday, Oct. 5, 
sandblasting and painting of dock structures 
will take place at our Heriot Bay terminal

There may be some noise associated 
with this work. No disruption to the regular 
schedule is expected.

BC Ferries appreciates the patience of 
our customers as we work to complete this 
regular maintenance.

RCMP News Release
Break, Enter & Theft

During the night of September 17/18th, 2002 
unknown thieves broke into the Cemetery shed 
on Heriot Bay Road, tore up the grass over 
the graves with their vehicle tires and stole 
approximately $1800.00 worth of property, 
including a ridem lawnmower, three weedeaters 
and a water pump. If you are responsible for this 
theft and huge lack of respect, please return 
the items you stole as the cemetery does not 
have insurance or the cash to replace these 
items and think for a moment about what 
these items are used for....If you know who is 
responsible for this theft please call Quadra 
Island RCMP at 285-3631 or anonymously at 
287-TIPS (Crimestoppers).

Vandalism
Vandals damaged and tipped over the 

popmachine right in front of People’s Drug 
Mart during the night of September 17th, 
2002. A pry bar was used however they were 
“unsuccessful” in breaking open the coin 
lock. If you have any information regarding 
this crime, please call Quadra Island RCMP at 
(250) 285-3631 or Crimestoppers at 287-TIPS

Annual Marihuana 
Eradication Quadra/
Cortes/Read Islands

Quadra Island detachment along with 
Island District and DND have partnered 
together in order to eradicate marihuana 
grow sites in the Quadra Island detachment 
area. We wish to thank all persons who have 
assisted police in this project. To date over 
3000 plants have been destroyed. If anyone 
has any information they may call the 
Quadra detachment or Crimestoppers.



8 Discovery Islander #275 September 27th, 2002 www.discoveryis lands.ca/news Discovery Islander #275 September 27th, 2002 9www.discoveryis lands.ca/news

Marc Atkinson Trio
The Marc Atkinson Trio will be at 

the Quadra Island Community Centre 
on Sunday, September 29, 2002 at 7:00 
pm.  Marc Atkinson’s supreme musicality, 
from his death defying runs to his sweet 
lyricism, shines through everything he 
plays.  With guitarist Chris Frye and bassist 
Joey Smith, he has created a witty individual, 
and elegant voice in the Django Reinhardt 
acoustic guitar tradition.

Advance tickets are available at Page 11 
books in Campbell River, at Hummingbird 
Office Supply in Quathiaski Cove, and at 
Quadra Crafts in Heriot Bay. Tickets prices 
are $12.00 advance and $15.00 at the door.

Mitlenatch Field 
Naturalist Society
The Mit lenatch F ie ld  Natural ist 

Society  begins  i ts  fa l l  season on 
October 4th with a presentation by 
two Quadra Islanders, Bridget Walshe 
and Michael Akey on “A Year in the 
Driftwood Wilderness”.  

The Driftwood Valley, 100 air miles 
north of Smithers, became well known 
after Theodora Stanwell -Fletcher’s 
book, Driftwood Valley, was published 
in the early 1940s.  Theodora spent time 
alone in the valley in the late 1930s and 
was the first naturalist in B.C. to collect 
specimens from that area.  

Bridget and Michael returned to the 
area in 1996 to find if the world she 
described in her book still existed 60 
years later. They were flown into the 
area with everything they needed to 
build a cabin and survive for a year 
in total isolation.  Their slide show 
presentation will review that year when 
they lived their dream.  If you have 
ever dreamed of leaving the rat race 
completely behind or enjoy viewing 
some fantastic slides of a remote area 
of our province and its wildlife, please 
come and join us at the Community 
Centre on Friday October 4 at 8.00pm.  
Everyone is welcome.

World Class 
Puppeteer on Quadra

Put away any preconceptions you may 
have of what a puppet show is about, 
because Bernd Ogrodnik’s Figuren Theater 
will show you differently when he brings 
his amazing show to Quadra Island on 
October 13th. This is puppetry at its finest, 
this is definitely not the muppets, and it is 
definitely not just for kids!

Bernd Ogrodnik is a world class artist 
who’s work is deeply influenced by his 
background as a classical musician, 
illustrator, woodcarver and martial artist. 
It is puppetry that combines all these loves 
and more.

  Ogrodnik’s solo show called “Puppet 
Serenade” presents a cast of intricate 
marionettes and unforgettable characters 
brought to life under his virtuoso 
manipulation. His traditionally woodcarved 
marionettes are wonders of imagination and 
construction, but even more fascinating 
might be his ability to turn simple objects 
into beings with a lively heartbeat. Ogrodnik 
has become an innovative force in the world 
of puppetry surprising his audiences with 
what Puppetry Journal U.S.A. describes as 
“...a maneuver of sheer magic...”

  Figuren theater’s “Puppet Serenade” 
will be presented at the Quadra Island 
Community Center on Sunday October 
13th. The evening begins at 7:00 p.m. with 
an opening act by Quadra’s own Harlequin 
Juggler with her very entertaining “Black 
and White Jazz” show, and promises to 
be a delight for children and adults alike. 
Advance tickets are $12.00 for individual or 
$25.00 family (parents & their dependant 
children) and can be purchased on Quadra 
at Hummingbird Office Supplies and Quadra 
Crafts, or in Campbell River at Page 11 
Books.

Prominent speaker 
coming to Quadra

Since retiring Dr. Wee-Chong Tan has devoted 
much of his time to  promoting a return to 
organic farming in China, where 25% of the 
worldís population lives.  He recently said that 
because ìChina has been following western 
technology through the wide-scale use of 
chemical fertilisers and pesticides, the country 
is now suffering from a crisisî.

Despite official opposition and government 
policies promoting use of chemicals and 
trans-genetic seeds, on a recent year-long visit 
Dr. Tan spoke in 27 Chinese provinces and at 50 
universities on the need to return to traditional 
farming methods.

Born in China and educated in Britain and North 
America, Dr. Tan has a PhD in Biochemistry.  
He was one of the founding faculty at Lester B. 
Pearson College of the Pacific, near Victoria, 
where he taught biochemistry until his 
retirement. He is a fellow and professor at the 
China Agricultural University in Beijing, and has 
founded a number of organic farms in China.

Dr. Tan will tell about his experiences while 
in China and speak on the subject  ìOrganic  
farms, gardening and bio-genetic foodîon 
Thursday 10th October at 7.30 p.m. at the 
Community Centre (Main Hall). Admission is 
free. The meeting is sponsored jointly by the 
Sierra Club - Quadra Group and  Quadra Island 
Garden Club.

Dr. Tan is a vibrant speaker with a wonderful 
sense of humour. This promises to be an 
educational and most entertaining evening. 
You are cordially invited to attend.
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Articles, letters and artwork are all welcome for publication under Island Forum
Opinions & endorsements expressed herein are those of the contributors and do not represent the views of the publishers.

If you would like to see an alternative point of view represented...submit something yourself.

Next deadline 7pm Monday, October 7th 2002

Dear Sir:
While I’m sure that you do not 

want to devote an entire issue to 
the fallout from Steve Halliday’s 
article “We’re all a little Bushed” 
in Issue # 273, the Letter from 
Robert J. Johnston, in # 274 
demands a reply.

Knowing Steve as I have 
for a number of years, I have 
no doubt of the sincerity of 
his statement that he has “no 
wish to offend” any of “our 
southern neighbours”. A lot 
of us walk on eggshells when 
socializing with our American 
friends to do likewise. The 
hot spots, until September of 
2001, were pretty well-known: 
Guns, cops, civil rights, the 
overweening use of political, 
militrary and economic clout, 
and I could go on.  Americans, 
funnily enought, are always 
keen to inflict THEIR views on 
these and other controversial 
matters on us while visiting 
up here. But you’d better keep 
your powder dry whils’t visiting 
down there, unless you want an 
armed escort back to the border 
and your name on a blacklist of 
some kind!

Steve is also correct in his 
assertion that the events of 11 
September of that year made 
that all worse; “It became 
politically incorrect to question 
actions of the government...”  Mr. 
Johnson’s letter, to be blunt, is a 
much more accurate display of 
the attitudes that prevail south 
of the 49th that have brought the 
US to it’s current impasse. That 
he prides himself on, and thinks 
that the initials “USMC” will cut 
any mustard whatsoever up 
here displays the ignorance that 
all too many Americans harbour 
about what the WORLD thinks 
of THEM. They, frankly, don’t 
seem to care, and therein lies 
their long-term angst.

Our PM, last week, finally 
hiked up his skirts and said 
what a lot of us feel; the 
Americans have flaunted that 
power - military, industrial and 
political, to protect only their 
interests; those interests, since 
Bush Sr.’s war in the Gulf have 
been obvious; keep the oil 
flowing, and damn the results. At 
least the father had some good, 
cautious people around him and 
knew when to hit the brakes. The 
son, tragically, has none of those 
save Powell, who has made it 
clear that he won’t be hanging 
around too much longer.

But, back to Mr. Johnston. 
Does he truly think that 
Canadians, Taiwanese, 
Australians, or any other group 
of non-Americans on God’s 
green earth is about to refrain 
from objective analysis and 
criticism of his “government” 
on some basis of collective 
response to terrorism? Even 
assuming that he has the right 
to ask that, he has no right to 
demand it here. As well, while all 
of us abhor terrorism, (and are 
doing our parts to get it under 
control) very few, I suspect are 
interested in going to war to 
protect “Christianity and our 
Western way of life (whatever 
that may be)” when there are 
clear, viable alternatives so 
clearly in sight.

Okay. On to the final chords. 
We weren’t in North America on 
September 11, 2001.  We were out 
there among the other 5.7 or so 
billion people who do not live in 
the USA. They were, as Col. (I’m 
sure he’s a former Colonel, since 
he speaks with such obvious 
authority!) Johnston says, in 
shock. For about 72 hours. 
Then they went back to what 
they do most every day. Now, for 
most of them, I suspect that the 

main concern, as Steve Halliday 
notes, is whether the Americans 
are going to precipitate us into 
another global conflict, in 
which the agenda of Messrs. 
Bush, Anderson, Rumsfeld and 
Co. ensures that yet another 
generation of Americans has war 
heroes to emulate, and ordinary 
citizens wonder what happened 
to those civil rights they thought 
they’d fought so hard for.

None of this, contrary to Mr. 
Johnston’s feelings, is a laughing 
matter!

Sincerely,

John F. Grant

 Dear Editor
Mr Robert Johnston’s 

letter taking issue with Steve 
Halliday’s observations contains 
an inadvertent choice of words 
that would seem to reinforce Mr. 
Halliday’s point of view.  He uses 
the word ‘nemesis’ as though 
it means ‘threat’. Actually it 
means ‘retributive justice’ or 
punishment for a situation you 
yourself have created. If you arm 
someone so he can shoot your 
enemy and he ends up shooting 
at you, he is your nemesis 
because you created him.

Frank Smirfitt

Patriotism and 
Perspective

Isn’t Canada great?  Freedom 
of speech, freedom of the press, 
our home where we can pretty 
much bash anybody we feel 
like, a place where “guests” 
who criticize are not dragged 
out onto the street and shot.  
And in Canada, being of a very 
polite nature, guests never 
criticize their hostess if they 
want to be invited back.  And 
refugees, who want to escape 
the political and economic 
lunacy of their homeland, (if 
only for a few short months of 
the summer) are welcome.

Sharron Hatelt

Dear Editor
 The letter from former US 

militiaman Johnston was a joke 
right? If not, I would comment 
that it is precisely this kind of “ 
guardians of the world”, “we can 
do no wrong”, “self glorifying” 
attitude that contributes to the 
attacks on the centers of power 
and money. 

We too, have many American 
colleagues and friends, whose 
attitudes do not reflect this 
individual’s point of view. And 
I’m somewhat sceptical as to 
what benefit being able to watch 
TV will do for the Afghans that 
managed to survive the intense 
aerial bombing of their country. 
I would respectfully ask that 
Americans,  with similar 
attitudes as Mr. Johnston, 
please return home and not 
come back.

Sincerely

Baden Cross

To The Dog 
Owners in the 
Quadra Loop Area,

I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank dog 
owners for the way they have 
been responsible for their 
dogs this summer.  It is greatly 
appreciated!  I have not had to 
pick up my shovel at all.  Thanks 
again.

Barry Davis
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“The First Casualty 
of War is Truth.”

Telling the truth is not hard. It’s finding 
the damn truth that is the challenge. And 
to ‘keep looking for the truth’ is the biggest 
challenge of all. Most people earnestly 
believe their position on a topic is right. 
Most such people are good people and they 
have thought a given question over and over 
and even compromised to get along with 
others. But, after all that, they have come 
to a conclusion and they are sticking with 
it. After a reasonable effort, they close their 
minds on a given topic. On the face of it, that 
doesn’t seem so unreasonable. It probably 
isn’t unreasonable.  

But it’s still wrong. Reasonable in the 
circumstance of limited knowledge, most 
people’s opinions should change with new 
information. But they don’t. Most people 
should review their position on all sorts of 
things all of the time. But they don’t. 

“I’ve given the matter a lot of thought 
and I am going to invade Iraq. I’m right, you 
see, because my information leads me to 
this conclusion.” Or so goes the thinking 
of G.W. Bush. “Jews are the problem. I’ve 
thought about it a lot and they have to 
go.” Those were thoughts of Adolph Hitler. 
Don’t get me wrong - action needs to be 
taken and thinking precedes action. But 
the thinking has to continue. Actions need 
to be reviewed.  

“Fish farming is good. We need the fish 
and the risks are low. I’ve given this a lot of 
thought and that is my decision.” And so 
thinks and acts our premier. He may be right. 
He may be wrong. But I get the impression 
that facts, new information, feedback, 
evidence and results are no longer part of 
his or his government’s thinking process. 
After all, monitoring the results has been 
left to the fish farmers. Feeling righteous 
AND confident is a dangerous thing.  Big 
mistakes come from such a mind-set. 

The assumption in that scenario, of 
course, is that we have all the information 
there is to be had and further, no new 
information will ever happen. Our decision-
making construct is fixed. Life, however, is 
not. Mistakes, then, are inevitable. New 
information can now come in about Iraq 
but George is already committed. The U.S. 
is committed. War (or better put: invasion) 
is inevitable. George has seen the truth and 
is acting in good faith. God bless the U.S.of 
A. Their mistakes are huge. Environmental 
mistakes can be just as huge.  

Given that: “The first casualty of war 
(or environmental conflict) is truth.” Is it 
not inevitable that new information will be 
forthcoming and that we will not hear of 
it? At the very least, information contrary 

to-the-correct-politics will be withheld. 
“ The greatest dangers....lurk in insidious 
encroachments by men of zeal, well-meaning 
but without understanding.”  Justice Louis 
Brandeis.  How do we know what is true?

Back to the fish farms……the government 
made a decision to lift the moratorium. They 
have presumably (please, God) done so in 
good faith with good information. Since 
then, however, tons of rotting fish have been 
dumped in Nootka Sound and some fish farm 
in Washington State has been discovered to 
be employing ‘modified-gene’ technology 
in the raising of their product. They are 
making ‘monster fish’ by splicing in the 
Spring salmon gene to their Atlantic salmon 
experiments. Is this Frankensteinian threat 
enough to reinstate the moratorium? Is there 
a receptive mind-set to even register it?

Or has the process of searching for the 
truth once again been dropped because we 
are committed to the path we are on? Come 
Hell or high water?  

J.David Cox

Dear Editor;
I wish to respond to a couple of the 

comments made by Robert Johnston in his 
letter in the last issue of the Islander.

I do not mock Bush for “being born into 
wealth”, and have never suggested that 
wealth should impact one’s qualification 
for office. Rather, if one reviews the now 
widely publicized details of Bush’s business 
dealings of the 1980’s and 1990’s it is very 
clear that his business fortune was made 
not through business acumen but from his 
familial connections. I’ve read where one ex-
business partner, when asked what Mr. Bush 
brought into a deal, smirked and replied “his 
name”. Also, I do not mock his service in 
the Air National Guard. The key word in the 
sentence was “AWOL”, which for those that 
do not know means absent without leave.  
The unit with which he served, the 147th 
Fighter Wing, was known as the “champagne 
unit” due to the high proportion of wealthy 
sons of Texas on its flight-line, and was never 
called up to fight in Vietnam.

I’m sorry that Mr. Johnston was so 
offended by my column, and I appreciate 
his patriotic support of Mr. Bush. As an ex-
Marine officer I’m sure he sees things from a 
much different perspective. It is interesting 
to note that of the top members of his 
cabinet, only Bush and Colin Powell have 
any military experience, and only Mr. Powell 
is a combat veteran. Lately, Mr. Powell has 
been seen as distancing himself somewhat 
from Mr. Bush, as have most of the members 
of the former coalition to liberate Kuwait. 

Sincerely,

Steven Halliday

To the Editor,
Last week was a very important one for the 

Quadra Children’s Centre and the Preschool. 
Margaret Davies, a teacher and coordinator 
of the Early Childhood Education Program at 
Newcastle University in Australia travelled 
all the way to Quadra Island to see the 
childcare centre and the preschool and 
meet the teachers. She had read the book 
“Authentic Childhood: Experiencing Reggio 
Emilia in the Classroom” and wanted to see 
for herself how the teachers here have 
been inspired by the municipal preschools 
in Reggio Emilia. She spent Friday afternoon 
with the teachers and children at the Quadra 
Children’s Centre. She saw the wonderful 
art the children produce in the centre; the 
beautiful hand made paper they created, the 
hanging made from raw wool from the sheep 
on the island and read the documentation 
of the children’s visit to the Veterinarian’s 
office. She said she was really impressed 
by the thoughtfulness and the passion of 
the teachers when they talked about the 
program and the way they provide such 
an exciting and beautiful environment for 
the children. She was interested in hearing 
teachers talk about how important they 
believe it is to build partnerships with 
families. She said she feels that Quadra 
Children’s Centre is a special place for 
children and how impressed she was by the 
warm welcoming sense that the environment 
gives people. She said, “I feel it is a place 
where children can relax and explore and 
enjoy being children.” She was impressed by 
how much she learned about the community 
from the way it is reflected in the centre. On 
Saturday morning Baerbel Jaeckel met us 
at the preschool and showed us an equally 
beautiful and stimulating environment that 
the parents and she have created there for 
children. We were particularly interested 
in looking at the documentation of the 
children’s exploration of salmon and their 
life cycle.

After talking to Margaret and hearing 
about early childhood education in Australia 
everyone was thrilled to realize how our 
children’s programs on Quadra Island are 
in the forefront of a world wide movement 
inspired by Reggio Emilia to provide 
preschool children and their families with 
the highest quality program possible.

Yours Truly,

Susan Fraser 
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Dear Editor,
I am responding to a letter in the Sept. 

13th issue by Robert J. Johnston, (a former 
U.S.M.C officer), in which he ridiculed Steven 
Halliday’s article concerning the actions of 
US President Bush. Mr. Johnston, obviously 
a proud American, should perhaps take his 
blinders off and take a good and unbiased 
look at the reality of his Governments foreign 
policies.

The truth is that corporate profits and 
greed steer this policy and not humanitarian 
concerns. Anyone with a dozen living brain 
cells and a basic knowledge of recent current 
events and history can understand the true 
motives of US military involvement in many 
countries, eg: Chile, El Salvador, Granada, 
Guatemala, and many others. The incursions 
into other countries internal affairs have 
always involved US corporate investments 
and big business profit and have little to 
do with freedom or the basic interests and 
needs of the population.

Until the Sept 11/01 tragedy these military, 
economic, and C.I.A. Interferences were 
justified to the world as “Saving Humanity 
From Communism”. Today the justification 
is “Saving Humanity From Terrorism”. I 
assume the philosophy is “if you keep the 
population paranoid and hating they will not 
question the real issues, or the incompetent 
decisions of their leaders!”

So please, Mr. Johnston, before you begin 
waving the Stars and Stripes here in Canada, 
give some thought and consideration to 
others in the World Community that are 
not Americans.

Mr. Halliday is NOT laughable as you 
commented, it’s you, Mr. Johnston who’s 
laughable because you blindly believe your 
Commander-In-Chief is pursuing World 
Peace. That’s just another Hollywood 
fantasy.

Ed Nelson

Dear Sir,
On the evening of September 17 or 

early morning of September 18 the 
two equipment sheds at the Quadra 
Island Cemetery were broken into and 
equipment stolen.

T h e  C e m e t e r y  Tr u s t e e s  h a v e 
worked hard the past six years to 
build up a supply of equipment for 
the volunteers to use for cemetery 
maintenance. As a result of the break-
in, we have lost the following items 
to the low-life people who robbed us: 
one pump for our well, one Poulon 
“Ride-em” mower,  three gas weed-
eaters, three grass rakes and three 
gasoline jerry cans.

O u r  o n l y  s o u rc e  o f  re v e n u e  i s 
donations or monies received from 
reserved cemetery plots. However, 
we will be trying a raffle/or a “spud 
gun”  shot  in  order  to  ra ise  funds 
t o  p u rc h a s e  n e w  e q u i p m e n t .  We 
would ask for the full support of all 
Islanders when the time comes for 
these events.

I  had always thought that home 
invasion was the lowest  a  person 
could sink to.  Whoever stole from 
the Cemeter y has created an even 
lower level if that is possible.

Please be assured that the Trustees 
will continue to work towards keeping 
the Cemeter y neat and t idy and a 
credit to Quadra Island.

Yours Truly,

Don McDonald
Secretary Treasurer
Quadra Island Cemetery Trustees

South Quadra Fire 
Protection District

SPECIAL GENERAL 

MEETING
Wednesday, 2002 Oct. 2nd,  

7:30 p.m.

#1 Fire Hall, Quathiaski Cove

Purpose of the meeting is 
to elect one trustee for a 
position recently vacated. 
All District landowners are 
welcome to attend.  If you 
wish to vote, please bring 
a copy of your current 
property tax notice or tax 
assessment as proof of 
property ownership. 
An update on progress on 
the new Fire Hall will also 
be available.

Any questions, please call 
Jim Evans, 285-2521
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Who’s the Bandit?
I find myself forced to respond 

to Steve Halliday’s article ‘No-
Name Bandits’. I use the word 
force because I have always 
believed in keeping politics, 
and religion to myself in the 
work place, and I only respond 
publicly because his article was 
published for the public.

When I read Carol Gray’s 
article on white label bank 
machines, I disagree with her 
views, but lived with it, for I felt 
she did not have all the facts. 
When Steve, with his banking 
background, expanded on this 
calling the machines No-Name 
Bandits, and that “avoiding 
white label ATM’s is a good 
start” I feel I have to respond.

One reason “these machines 
are popping up everywhere, and 
we now have two on Quadra” are 
that the financial institutions no 
longer want to place ATMs in 
retail outlets. After purchasing 
the machine, servicing, repairs, 

and paying armoured guards to 
load them, the profit margin was 
not good enough for the banks. 
Secondly, retailers pay huge 
sums of money to financial 
institutions on debit cards, 
visa, and mastercard. I know 
this amount exceeds $10,000 a 
year at Quadra Foods. Since we 
are charged on a percent basis, 
these ATMs are the only way to 
offer the customers the service, 
without the retailer paying a 
percentage on that transaction 
to the banks.

These ATMs cost around 
$8,000.00, it will take years to see 
any return, and was placed in the 
store for convenience, and not 
as a cash cow. Steve writes “This 
fee, usually $1.50 or $1.75, can 
make the cost of a transaction 
as high as $4.00, depending on 
the type of account you have 
and where you bank.” Well, this 
is my point. The bank collects its 
$2.00 for the transaction, but the 
people who own, service, and 
supply the funds to the ATM are 
being painted with the No-Name 
Bandit label by a few people. We 
need to ask ourselves, when is 
the last time you heard a report 
of a bank losing money? What 
is the cost of borrowing money, 
compared to how much interest 
is being paid on my chequing 
account? Then you will uncover 
the real bandits. This is nothing 
personal against Steve or Carol, 
I just strongly disagree with 
writing an article suggesting 
people not use these ATMs, 
when banks want nothing to 
do with them anymore, only 
to sit back collecting revenue 
from them.

Keith Bratt
Store Manager, Quadra 

Foods

Dear Islanders    
As most of you now know Dr. 

Francis has left Quadra and I (Dr. 
Angela Burns) am still running 
my clinic for my own patients.

I will be working until the end 
of February 2003.  I am hopeful 
that I will have a replacement 
at the clinic as there have been 
some recent enquiries.  

As soon as a replacement 
is found I will be notifying the 
community by a letter in the 
Islander.

Sincerely, 

Angela Burns
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For an affordable 
way to advertise?
This ad only $25.00

Call for more details 

285-2234

Looking

Dear Editor
I have to agree with one of your letter 

writers. Shame on Mr. Halliday for having 
an opinion and double shame for submitting 
it to the public at large. I can’t believe 
somebody in this day and age would dare 
to have an opinion let alone express it in 
writing. Mr Halliday states that his opinions 
are his own and not those of his employer. 
Does he really expect us to believe that 
people have opinions different from their 
superiors? I’m sure as Quadra Islanders 
that we all hold the same opinions as our 
leader Jim Abram. And as for having the gall 
to pick on poor Mr. Bush!!!!! Is Mr. Halliday 
not familiar with Noblesse Oblige? America 
is only concerned with bringing civilization 
to the rest of the world. Like the Spanish 
and English bringing it to the Americas, the 
Khans bringing it to China, and the Chinese 
passing it on to the Tibetans. I mean its not 
as if the Americans have weapons of mass 
destruction, chemical warfare capabilities 
or have ever engaged in terrorist activities 
themselves. I’m sure if the Iraqis wanted to 
send in inspectors to check on America’s 
capabilities, Bush would welcome them 
with open arms. 

Simply not doing business with people 
you don’t agree with you doesn’t go far 
enough however. These people breathe the 
same air as we do. From now on, whenever I 
run into somebody with an opinion different 
than mine I’m going to hold my breath until I 
turn blue. My god, if we see too many ideas 
different than ours we might have to start 
re-evaluating our own prejudices.

Chris Thompson

A Very Special THANK 
YOU

It took the generosity and hard work of a lot 
of people to bring to completion the additions 
and improvements to the Quadra Community 
Centre - the heartbeat of this island.

In 1994 a committee calling itself the 
Community Centre Additions Project (CCAP) 
was formed.  In those early years there were 
rudimentary plans drawn up, and meetings 
called for public input.  There were ideas 
to discuss and decisions to make; plans 
to be re-drawn, several times. There were 
standards and building codes to be adhered 
to, problems to overcome, more changes to 
be made, and, most importantly, money to 
raise.  Lots of it!

A major task of the CCAP committee was 
fund raising for the building’s extensive 
improvements, which included a second 
storey.  There was the need for an entire new 
roof, (the original one was showing its age), 
a new and larger underground reservoir for 
adequate fire protection, a larger stage with 
direct access loading doors, and a spacious 
dressing room with mirrors, washrooms 
and a shower.  In addition, there were to be 
two more rooms for other activities, extra 
storage space, plus new upholstered chairs 
for audience comfort.

By spring of 2000 there was the symbolic 
sod turning ceremony, giving the whole project 
a sense of reality.  Over the years there were 
various grants applied for, with success, plus 
several generous donations, including those 
from our summer people; businesses gave of 
their time, ideas and expertise, or extended 
financial courtesies.  Several workers 
volunteered their time, working amicably 
with others being paid, both ensuring quality 
work throughout the building.

Ongoing funding largely came through 
CCAP’s many fund raising activities, year after 
year.  These included the concession stand at 
many May Days, plus annual Garden Tours 
and Wine Tasting events, stage performances 
in abundance, slide shows, auctions, and the 
sale of T-shirts, raffles, Quadra colouring 
books, visitors’ Quadra maps, and Quadra 
natural history note cards, plus of course, 
endless bake sales.  Dollar by dollar it all 
added up.  There can’t be many island 
people who have not, in one way or another, 
contributed to our expanded and much 
enhanced Community Centre - the pride of 
islanders and the envy of many a visitor.

For 8 years of hard work, expertise, 
generosity, volunteering and the help and 
caring of so many people and businesses, 
we extend to all a deeply sincere and most 
appreciate THANK YOU!

Community Centre Additions Project 
Committee.
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• CNC Router
• Cabinets
• Millwork
• Plastics
• Carved Signs

Richard Pielou ph/fax 285-2065
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Halliday’s Viewpoint
White Rabbit Redux

by Steven Halliday

I have a confession to make, right 
here and now, in print.  I am an 
addict.  I’ve always known I’ve had 

an addictive personality, and in the past I 
have successfully kicked most of my bad 
habits, including caffeine consumption, 
junk food, and most recently I got off the 
cigarette hook.  But there is one addiction 
I simply can’t shake, much to the chagrin 
of my wife, and that is my dependence on 
massive quantities of television.  I admit it; 
I take at least 24 hours of the stuff each and 
every week.  If I don’t get my fix, I can’t sleep, 
I get the shakes, and I am simply unbearable 
to be around.  When camping, it is not so 
much of a problem because the stars and a 
campfire seem to have a placebo effect on 
me.  But at home…gotta have my time in 
front of the box.  There is one good thing that 
comes out of my hours of channel surfing, as 
it sometimes provides fodder for columns as 
is the case with today’s offering.

 Over the last few years there has 
been an increasing number of commercials 
that generally show happy people at 
play, usually on a beach or in some other 
spectacular natural setting.  There are 
strings playing softly in the background and 
a calming voiceover saying something like 
“you never thought life could be this good 
again” as the smiling folk frolic.  Then as the 
commercial fades, you are left with an empty 
feeling as the thought crosses your mind 
“what the heck were they advertising?”.    
Check out these three phrases I noted from 
recent commercials; “Today’s purple pill 
– do you know about it?”… “The don’t get 
old pill” and the most memorable “Getting 
old is natural – feeling old is optional”.  While 
in two of the three cases cited the product 

is named (purple pill is Nexium, don’t get 
old pill is Andropause) the exact purpose 
of the drugs is never revealed, nor are side 
effects mentioned.  In every case, the advice 
offered is to ask your doctor about (fill in 
the blank).  So you are supposed to go and 
see your GP and say “I don’t want to feel old 
anymore – I want that pill – you know, the 
purple one (or gee, maybe it was the one 
where the guy is fly fishing)!”  Supposing 
your doctor figures out exactly what you 
want, the unfortunate reality is that you 
will likely get the prescription.  According to 
The Economist, two-thirds of patients who 
ask their doctor for a drug get it.  Globally, 
the pharmaceutical industry spends US$2 
billion a year on advertising, and it is clearly 
working for them, as the sales of drugs is 
soaring, particularly in North America. 

The majority of the drugs that are 
advertised in such a manner are actually 
mood altering drugs, anti-depressants 
and the like, though both Nexium and 
Andropause are for other ailments.  The 
advertisers prey on people who are 
vulnerable to such subliminal messages, 
which the viewers interpret as “hey – I don’t 
have to feel so down, I just need to get that 
purple pill!”.   Off they run to the doctor, who 
more often than not is so busy that he/she 
has neither the time nor energy to argue 
with the patient. It is in just such a way that 
a society becomes increasingly addicted to 
pharmaceutical relief, and it is going to get 
worse.  The competition between the major 
drug companies is fierce, and they are all 
spending more and more research dollars 
to come up with new and improved ways 
for us to feel better, and almost as much 

to market the stuff.  Hence, the title of this 
column, alluding to Jefferson Airplane’s 
hit song that encouraged us to “feed your 
head” with a multitude of pills of varying 
effects; such drugs are now big business.  
I don’t know about you, but feeling a little 
blue on occasion is a normal condition for 
me, as it is for most people I know.  And as 
for delaying getting old…I find it hard to 
believe that we are anywhere near having 
a pharmaceutical solution to ageing, but I 
can swallow the fact that there is a pill that 
makes you forget about the reality of ageing.  
Fortunately, I’m nowhere near the stage of 
even contemplating the need.

 Prescription and non-prescription 
drugs have become an incredibly visible 
and economically important element of 
our society.  There are three major drug 
companies that control the vast majority 
of the globe’s drug production, and they 
make pots of money.  Yet it is amazing how 
few drugs we actually need, as a society, to 
survive.  On August 20, 1998, cruise missiles 
destroyed the Al-Shifa drug manufacturing 
plant in the Sudan, wiping out the only plant 
in the region.  This plant produced 90% of the 
basic drugs required in the region (quinine 
drugs for malaria, aspirin, antibiotics, etc) 
and 100% of the veterinarial drugs needed 
by their agricultural sector.  One small plant, 
but it played a huge part in the regions’s 
health services.  Now, the people are reliant 
on medicines supplied by the big 3 – name 
brand, non-generic versions, and sorry…no 
discounts.  And the people can’t afford them.   
Situations like this kind of make a person 
want to take a purple pill and forget about 
it.  Or in my case, watch some more TV.
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Quadra Rec’s Cultural Committee has 
once again organized a great lineup of 
both family and classical concerts for the 
2002-2003 season. Our program has been 
published  in Quadra Rec’s winter activities 
leaflet, and can be found on their website. 
New series pamphlets will be distributed 
around the island; please feel free to  take 
one home and post it in a high traffic area, 
or give one to an interested friend.

Although the price of tickets has gradually 
crept up over the years, so too have the costs 
incurred in putting on a concert. Quadra 
Recreation sponsored concerts are still a 
great deal. For example, an internationally 
renowned pianist such as Angela Hewitt 
would command a price of $50 to $80 in 
London where she lives (Honest! I’ve been 
there!) and performs regularly, $30 to $50 
at the Chan Centre in Vancouver, and $25 to 
$30 in most Vancouver Island venues. We are 
presenting her for $18;  buying a Classical 
Series of 5 concerts for $65 in advance would 
reduce this to an amazing  $13! And all this 
in a locale in which every seat is “up-close 
and personal”.

How do we do it?  By working hard to keep 
costs low through negotiating special prices, 
providing free accommodation and meals 
for artists, and having a strictly voluntary 
workforce. By offering cheaper advance 
tickets and a classical concert series price. 
Youth 16 and under may attend classical 
concerts free if accompanied by an adult.

If you  are unable to afford concert 
tickets, but would like to go, read about 
our  new Theatre Angels Program. We are 
hoping to provide even more opportunities 
for music lovers to enjoy these wonderful 
occasions.

Calling all Theatre Angels
Are you a generous, community-minded 

person who would like to help promote the 
arts? Quadra Cultural Committee is starting 
a program called Theatre Angels, with the 
goal of providing free tickets to people 
on Quadra who would love to attend a 
concert but simply can’t spare the money. 
If you would like to contribute tickets or 
money  to this program, or you would just 

like to discuss becoming a Theatre Angel, 
please phone or email me.

Potential recipients: if you either know of 
someone who would benefit, or would like 
to be on a list for a complimentary ticket, 
please contact me. The privacy of recipients 
will be respected.

Helen Moats, Ph. 285 3560

Email: helenm@oberon.ark.com

Quadra Cultural Committee Kicks 
Off a New  Season

CVAG Accepting 
Submissions

Comox Valley Art Gallery is once again 
accepting submissions for the 28th Annual 
Juried Christmas Craft Market Fundraiser, 
Nov 16- Dec 31/02. Registrations are due 
by Oct. 15.

All items submitted for jurying must be 
high-quality, handmade works of original 
design.

Forms at CVAG, 367-4th St., Courtenay, 
BC, V9N 1G8, Tues-Sat 10am-5pm. To have 
forms mailed or faxed call 338-6211 or Fax 
338-6287
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School Bus Cutbacks 
Prompt Safety Concerns

Island ReportIsland Report

by Tanya Storr

Transportation cutbacks in School 
District 72 have led to the loss of 
one school bus route on Quadra 

Island and resulted in schedule changes and 
fewer stops on the remaining two routes. 
Following a lobbying campaign by parents 
and other concerned islanders, some bus 
stops have recently been reinstated.

School board trustee and Quadra 
resident Lawrence Lewis confirmed that 
School District 72 (SD 72) has had to cut its 
budget by approximately $2 million due to 
government cutbacks in education.

One of the areas where the school board 
decided to make cuts was transportation. 
This decision has affected school bus routes 
all over the district.

“We did consultations and made choices 
last spring about where to find savings. The 
last place we want to cut is classrooms, 
taking teachers away and increasing 
class sizes to unmanageable levels. Other 
areas we looked at included facilities and 
transportation,” said Lawrence, who is a 
member of the school board’s transportation 
committee.

In previous years every student could 
use the school bus service. This year, due 
to the walk limits, elementary school kids 
who live within 4 km of their school are no 
longer funded to ride the bus. Middle and 
high school students who live within 4.8 km 
of their school must also walk or find other 
transportation. 

On Quadra, the 4.8 km walk limit is 
measured from the ferry dock in Quathiaski 
Cove. Lawrence said this is because buses 
meet the ferry in Campbell River.

He added that the school board is not 
changing the bussing system, just enforcing 
what has already been in place for years.

“Until now in this district we have had 
what is known as a ‘Cadillac service’, where 
every kid got a ride. The walk limits have 
been in place since before I became a trustee 

three years ago, but we haven’t enforced 
them,” he explained.

The school district used to receive 
funding for every kilometre the bus drove, 
as well as education funding per child, 
but the province has changed its funding 
formulas. Now, the district is allotted $6,500 
per child. 

“That amount has to cover everything 
from teachers to janitors to chalk to 
transportation,” Lawrence explained.

He went on to say that the provincial 
government negotiated the teachers’ wage 
increase on behalf of school districts, but 
only paid for half the increase. The funding 
shortfall in SD 72 was further impacted by a 
drop in enrollment of 183 students.

As a result of losing the central bus route 

on Quadra, the north and south bus routes 
have fewer stops so that the drivers can 
keep on schedule. Initially, 20 stops were 
cut on the island. 

The noon hour run that serviced 
kindergarten students has also been cut, and 
the bus that used to meet the 7 a.m. ferry 
in Campbell River for students involved in 
early morning school activities is gone as 
well.

Quadra Elementary Parent Advisory 
Committee president Marilyn McPhee has 
been active in the campaign to increase the 
number of school bus stops.

“Our main concern is the safety issue. It’s 
unsafe for kids to have to walk long distances 
on roads without sidewalks or even proper 
shoulders. We’re a rural area and should 

At the Gowlland Harbour Rd bus stop.    
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Quadra Home
Maintenance

Quality Workmanship at 
Affordable Prices.

Call Monty

285-2140

Carpet Care
Professional Carpet & Upholstery 

Cleaning • Deodorizing • Stain Removal 
• Scotch Guard™ • Truck Mounted & 

Portable Units for Every Situation

Pressure Washing
Residential & Commercial • Algae & 

Moss Removal • Repaint Preparation • 
Siding • Driveways • Equipment Cleaning

no GST no PST

Box 207   Quathiaski Cove, B.C. • V0P 1N0
oelle Construction Ltd.
Custom Homes

John Toelle 285-3783
Kent O'Neill 285-2551

Renovations • Commercial
• Foundations
• Framing
• Fine Finishing
• Contract Roofing

• Timber Framing
• R.R.A.P. Grants
• General Contracting
• Project Management

Fax (250) 285-3781

be treated with some exceptions,” said 
Marilyn.

More than 200 islanders signed a petition 
citing safety concerns and lobbying for more 
bus stops. A delegation of Quadra parents 
and other concerned residents took the 
petition to the school board meeting on 
September 3, where Marilyn read aloud a 
letter to the board.

The letter outlines concerns about 
students walking long stretches of road 
alongside rushing ferry traffic without 
streetlights, sidewalks, or insufficient 
shoulders. It also notes there are annual 
warnings of cougar and even wolves in 
some areas.

“Under these conditions we ask would any 
of you like your primary age child walking to 
and from school? Or your 12 to 17 years olds, 
also with the same safety concerns, walking 
in the dark in the early morning to catch the 
8 ferry?” queries the letter.

In response to safety concerns, the school 
board has recently reinstated the Cape 
Mudge Village and Cedar Road (at Smiths 
Road) stops. When the school year began, 
the top of Quadra Loop (4.1 km from Quadra 
Elementary) was the only stop made by the 
bus along Smiths Road. 

Another stop parents had identified as 
important is outside the Quadra Children’s 
Centre (the daycare). Several children use 
this stop when attending the centre or 
activities at the community centre. This stop 
will now be made after school if a child has 
a written request from a parent.  

Lawrence said the school board decided 
to increase the number of stops after 
listening to parents on Quadra. 

“These are stops we identified after 
reading letters and talking to parents. We 
are trying to find the best solution to a bad 
situation. We can’t go back to what we had, 
but we hope parents will appreciate the 
recent changes we’ve made on the island,” 
Lawrence said.

Marilyn McPhee said she is glad the 
community pulled together and regained 
some bus stops, but she still has safety 
concerns about kids walking along the 
roads. 

“Thanks to the community and the help 
of Lawrence Lewis and regional district 
director Jim Abram, we have succeeded 
in making some positive changes. I’m still 
not comfortable with the situation though. 
I would like to see the buses stop in a few 
more places so that the kids don’t have to 
walk such long distances. And if kids are 
walking when it’s raining and dark, I’d like 
the buses to be able to stop and pick them 
up,” she said. 

Marilyn is interested in continuing to 
work with other concerned islanders on this 
issue. She can be reached at 285-2315.

If you have concerns or questions about 
school bus route changes, call Lawrence 
Lewis at 285-2219 or write to the Trustees at 
School District 72, 425 Pinecrest, Campbell 
River, B.C., V9W 3P2.
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ISLAND ESCAPE 
- Hair Design by 
Bruce - specializing 
in cuts, colours & 

streaks. 677 Harper Rd Q-Cove 
Ph: 285-2833

    Time ft m

28 0250 4.9 1.5
SA 1050 12.1 3.7
 1600 11.5 3.5
 1935 12.1 3.7

29 0345 4.9 1.5
SU 1200 12.5 3.8
 1735 11.5 3.5
 2010 11.8 3.6

30 0450 4.9 1.5 
MO 1300 12.8 3.9
 1900 11.2 3.4
 2105 11.5 3.5

1 0600 4.6 1.4
TU 1345 13.1 4.0
 1950 10.8 3.3
 2310 11.2 3.4

2 0705 4.3 1.3
WE 0800 4.3 1.3
 1955 10.2 3.1

3 0100 11.5 3.5
TH 0800 4.3 1.4
 1530 13.8 4.2
 2100 8.2 2.5

4 0210 12.1 3.7
FR 0845 4.3 1.3
 1530 13.8 4.2
 2100 8.2 2.5

5 0305 12.8 3.9
SA 0920 4.9 1.5
 1605 13.8 4.2
 2145 6.9 2.1

6 0400 13.1 4.0
SU 0955 5.9 1.8
 1630 14.1 4.3
 2245 5.6 1.7

7 0500 13.1 4.0
MO 1030 6.9 2.1
 1700 14.4 4.4
 2350 4.6 1.4

8 0605 13.1 4.0
TU 1110 8.2 2.5
 1735 14.1 4.3

9 0045 3.6 1.1
WE 0715 13.1 4.0
 1200 9.5 2.9
 1805 14.1 4.3

10 0135 3.0 0.9
TH 0825 13.1 4.0
 1350 10.5 3.2
 1845 13.5 4.1

11 0225 3.3 1.0
FR 0935 13.1 4.0
 1535 11.2 3.4
 1920 12.5 3.8

12 0320 3.6 1.1
SA 1050 13.1 4.0
 1725 11.2 3.4
 2010 11.8 3.6

13 0425 4.3 1.3
SU 1205 13.5 4.1
 1925 10.8 3.3
 2130 10.8 3.3 

Classifieds Island TidesIsland Tides
For Quathiaski Cove

Sept. 30-Oct.13

SERVICES
Q-COVE APPLIANCE REPAIR 
Now doing repairs to all makes 
and models of automatic washers 
and dryers. Also new & used parts 
depot for all your appliance needs.  
Affordable rates. We carry a good 
selection of quality used washers 
and dryers. All appliances come 
with 1 year warranty on parts & 
labour. Free delivery on Quadra. 
Call 285-3425

DISPLAY CLASSIFIEDS

Something Cheeky
Guys and Girls Clothing

Clearance:
Summer and Children’s Clothes 

40% off
til the end of September!

New stock weekly! 

Open Tues- Sat, 11-5. 
Upstairs at Q-Cove

Learning Centre located across 
from Quadra Elementary, offers 
before and after school care. Special 
arrangements available for pick up 
to and from school and tutoring. 
Open 7:30-5 weekdays. Call for 
extended hours. Tracy 285-2565

Discovery

Put your business 
in the spotlight!

Display Classified Ads
Only $12.00* per issue.

Call 285-2234
*GST extra

Lost & Found

MAKE YOUR SALE HERE!

Discovery Islander Classified Ads 
reach residents of Quadra, Cortes, 
Read, Maurelle, Stuart, Sonora and 
Redonda Islands. The Island’s best 
value and most effective way to 
get your message out. Call today 
285-2234

FOR SALE
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For Sale Wascomat (Fl 183) 
washer, 50lb, single phase, working 
condition, asking $1500 or best 
offer, as is where is

Huebsch commercial dryer, 
requires repairs or for parts 
only, best offer as is where is, call 
Thomas at 250-285-2042

Business For Sale
Hummingbird Office & Art Supply
Serious inquiries only please
Leave Message @ 285-2880

Lost - “Panther”; black, short haired, 
short stubby tailed manx cat, one 
white whisker, green eyes. New to 
a good neighbouhood. 374 Sutil Rd. 
Pls. Phn. Carol/Wayne 285-3064, DI 
Realty 285-2800, Hummingbird Office 
Supply 285-3334

ISLETECH
AUTO SERVICE

•FUEL INJECTION
  DIAGNOSTICS & SERVICE

TIRES • BATTERIES • AUTO PARTS

•MOST PARTS AVAILABLE
  ON A SAME-DAY SERVICE

285-3100 8:30 - 6  Mon - Fri  Sat 9 - 5

We are a certified 
Government Inspection

facility

Discovery Island's Automotive Specialists
Call us today for
Protection, Prevention and Repairs for your car or truck



Vancouver Is
10 lb Bag 
Carrots each

Deli Mix
Olives

Smoked
Chicken

Five Alive
Frozen Juice

Pepperidge Farms

Goldfish

Mexi Snax
Tortilla Chips

Viva Jumbo
Paper Towels

Kellogs
Mini Wheats

 

725g

397-454g

180-200g

6 Pack

355ml

Store Hours Sunday to Saturday 9 am to 8 pmStore Hours Sunday to Saturday 9 am to 8 pm

Island Farms
Sherbet

Fresh
Pork
Side Ribs

Fresh
Chicken
Breasts

$3.99

$1.99

$2.29

$2.29$5.99

99¢

$2.99

PRODUCE

GROCERY

MEAT

DELI

100g

$2.99

$1.29 99¢

$2.99

$6.59/kg

lb lb

100g

each

$6.59/kg

Italian
Red, Green, Black 
Seeded Grapes

$1.49
lb

$3.28/kg

Vancouver Is
10 lb Bag 
Potatoes

1 litre Vancouver Is
10 lb Bag 
Onions

Heriot Bay Store
at your

For Sept. 29 - October 5 
While Supplies Last

Quality, Freshness & Value

each
$3.99

$3.99


